1888 - 1918

ot only was Walter Tull the
N first professional black
outfield footballer in Britain,
but he was also known to be one of
the first British-born black officers
in the British Army. Having played
for the likes of Tottenham Hotspur
and Northampton Town, Tull enlisted
at the start of WW1and soon
demonstrated exceptional leadership
skills, bravery and calmness under
pressure. Defying the ingrained
bigotry of his time, Tull earned a
\ commission as an officer in May 1917
and led white soldiers into battle
for the first time in the history of
“— the British army. Walter died on the
frontline on 25 March 1918.
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PROFESSOR SIR

LEN
HEN

19568 -

ir Lenny Henry is an actor,
comedian and campaigner.
He became the Chancellor of

Birmingham City University in July
2016.

Born in the West Midlands town of
Dudley in 1958, Lenny rose to fame
through the television shows Tiswas
and New Faces, as well as co-founding
the charity Comic Relief. Since then,
he has enjoyed an extensive career in
film, TV and theatre. In recent years,
Sir Lenny has enjoyed widespread
acclaim for more dramatic roles,
including playing the title role in a
stage production of Shakespeare’s
‘Othello’.

In 2015, made a Sir in the Queen’s 2015
Birthday Honours List for services

to drama and charity. He was then
presented with a special BAFTA
award in 2016, in recognition of his
outstanding contribution to television.

In academia, Sir Lenny became a
Doctor of Philosophy in 2018, for his
research investigating the role of
black people in the media. In 2020 Sir
Lenny was made a visiting Professor
of Media Diversity at Birmingham City
University.

ACTOR . UNIVERSITY CHANCELLOR . ACTIVIST



acing driver, activist,
entrepreneur, philanthropist
and now movie producer.

Lewis became the first Black Formula
1world champion and went on to win
seven world titles. He supported Black
Lives Matter and has funded many
projects encouraging young Black
kids including Mission 44 and Ignite
which focuses on increasing diversity
in motorsport. He was awarded both
the MBE and a Knighthood by the late
Queen.

In 2015, made a Sir in the Queen’s 2015
Birthday Honours List for services

to drama and charity. He was then
presented with a special BAFTA
award in 2016, in recognition of his
outstanding contribution to television.

BRITISH MOTORSPORTS RACING DRIVER
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n African American Baptist

minister and activist who

became the most visible
spokesperson and leader in the Civil
Rights Movement in the USA

Martin Luther King Jr. was an
American Baptist minister and
activist, one of the most prominent
leaders in the civil rights movement
from 1955 until his assassination in
1968. An African American church

leader and the son of early civil rights
activist and minister Martin Luther
King Sr., King advanced civil rights
for people of colour in the United
States through nonviolence and
civil disobedience. Inspired by his
Christian beliefs and the nonviolent
activism of Mahatma Gandhi, he
led targeted, nonviolent resistance
against Jim Crow laws and other
forms of discrimination.

Through his leadership, the civil rights
movement opened doors to education
and employment that had long been
closed to black America.
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1915 - 1964

ornin Trinidad, Jones spent
Bover 30 years living in New

York before being deported
for being an active member of the
American Communist party. After
being given asylum in the UK in
1955, Jones began campaigning for
equal opportunities for black people,
founding Britain’s first major black
newspaper, ‘The West Indian Gazette’.
She also played a central role in
founding the first Notting Hill Carnival
to showcase Caribbean culture and
heritage, in response to recent race
riots. The event has become Europe’s
biggest street festival.

NOTTING HILL CARNIVAL . WEST INDIAN GAZETTE







1961 -

hen Barack Obama was
elected US president in
2008, he became the first

African American to hold the office,
he served as the 44th president from
2009 to 2017.

As an incoming president, Obama

faced many challenges—an
economic collapse, wars in Irag and
Afghanistan, and the continuing
menace of terrorism. Inaugurated
before an estimated crowd of 1.8
million people, Obama proposed
unprecedented federal spending to
revive the economy and also hoped
to renew America’s stature in the
world. During his first term he signed
three signature bills: an omnibus bill
to stimulate the economy, legislation
making health care more accessible
and affordable, and legislation
reforming the nation’s financial
institutions. Obama also pressed for
a fair pay act for women, financial
reform legislation, and efforts for
consumer protection.

In 2009, Obama became the fourth
president to receive the Nobel Peace
Prize.

FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
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ROSA
PARKS

1913 - 2005

osa Louise McCauley Parks ‘
was an American activist in
the civil rights movement

best known for her pivotal role in the
Montgomery Bus Boycott in America.

Rosa Louise Parks is internationally
recognised as the “mother of the
modern day civil rights movement”
in America. Her refusal to surrender
her seat to a white male passenger
on a Montgomery, Alabama bus,
December 1,1955, triggered a wave
of protest on December 5, 1955, that
reverberated throughout the United
States. Her quiet courageous act
changed America, its view of black
people and redirected the course of
history.

As a role model for youth she was
stimulated by their enthusiasm

to learn as much about her life as
possible. A modest person, she always
encourages them to research the lives
of other contributors to world peace.
The Institute and The Rosa Parks
Legacy are her legacies to people of
good will.

In September 1996 President Clinton,
the forty second President of the
United States of America gave Mrs.
Parks the MEDAL OF FREEDOM,

the highest award given to a civilian
citizen.

A quiet exemplification of courage,
dignity, and determination; Rosa Parks
was a symbol to all to remain free.






c1729 - 1780

orn aboard a slave ship in the
B Atlantic Ocean, Sancho would

arrive on British in bondage.
Sancho was an avid reader with a
thirst for knowledge and during his
lifetime he composed music and
wrote a large number of letters - the
latter were published two years
after his death making him the first
African prose writer to have work
published in England. After gaining
financial independent householder
status, Sancho became eligible
to vote in 1774, becoming the first
Briton of African heritage to vote in
parliamentary elections. To many,
Sancho was a symbol of the humanity
of Africans and the immorality of the
slave trade.

WRITER . COMPOSER . BRITAIN’S FIRST BLACKVOTER
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1788 - 1870

he son of a freed slave, William
I Cuffay became involved in

politics when he was fired from
his job as a tailor after taking part in
the Tailors’ Strike of 1834. Convinced
that workers needed representation
in Parliament, he became a leading
figure in the Chartist movement, the
first mass popular political movement
in Britain. He was transported to
Tasmania for allegedly planning
an uprising against the British
government. Despite a pardon three
years later, Cuffay stayed in Tasmania
and played an active role in politics
there until he died in poverty in 1870.







1902 - 1987

s the first Black singer on
BBC radio, Evelyn Dove
broke cultural barriers and

opened doors for her successors

in the entertainment industry. After
graduating from the Royal Academy
of Music, the incredibly talented Dove
soon became aware of the prejudices
within the classical music scene and
decided to instead focus on jazz and
cabaret shows. After touring Europe,
her fame reached new heights in 1939
when she began performing on BBC
Radio - one show of hers became

so popular it was turned intoa TV
programme.

O

FIRST BLACK SINGER ON BBC RADIO
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19563 -

fter graduating from the
University of Cambridge
with an MA in history,

Abbott worked as a civil servant

and a reporter before deciding to

run as Labour’s candidate for the
Hackney North and Stoke Newington
constituency in 1987. She won the
vote making history in the process,
becoming the first black woman to
be elected to Parliament. She served
as Labour’s Shadow Home Secretary
from 2016-2020 and is currently the
longest-serving black MP in the House
of Commons.

BRITAIN’S FIRST BLACK FEMALE MP

‘



1952 - 1979

orris would live for just 27
years but would achieve
more in her short life than

many do in an entire lifetime. She co-
founded the Brixton Black Women'’s
Group, one of this country’s first
networks for black women, as well
as being a founding member of the
Organisation of Women of Asian and
African Descent (OWAAD). Fighting
for racial, gender and social equality
in the late 1960s and throughout the
following decade, Olive Morris made
her mark in Britain before passing
away of non-Hodgkin lymphoma.
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COMMUNITY LEADER AND ACTIVIST
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1944 -

he Ghanaian born Busby
became the UK’s youngest
and first black female book

publisher in the 1960s when she
co-founded the London-based
publishing house Allison and Busby.
She compiled the ground-breaking
anthology Daughters of Africa - a
compilation of literature by more
than 200 women from Africa and the
African diaspora. Throughout her
career, Busby has campaigned for
greater diversity within the publishing
and arts industries.

BRITAIN’S FIRST BLACK FEMALE PUBLISHER













1961 -

hile the church has always
had a male dominated
outlook Rose stated she

found an overwhelming sense of “this
is what | was called to do”. With such
an overwhelming calling it is perhaps
not surprising that any barriers to
achieving this calling were overcome.

Born in Montego Bay in 1961 she
studied at the Montego Bay High
School before embarking at the age of
14 into the ministry.

She came to the UK in 1982, to initially '
train at the Church Army college in the

West Midlands. She then trained at

the West Midlands Ministerial Training r

Course becoming a deacon in the
Church of England at Petertide 1991.

Over the years she has steadily taken
on different roles increasing the
respect and kudos given to her by
peers and others alike.

She was the Chaplain To The Speaker
of the House Of Commons in 2019
and vicar at Westminster Abbey.
Significantly she became the first
black woman to be the Chaplain to
the late Queen and in 2019 she also
became the first black women to
become a Church of England Bishop.

-~

She was appointed Member of the

Order of the British Empire (MBE) S~
in the 2020 New Year Honours for

“services to young people and the

Church”.

FIRST BLACK FEMALE BISHOP, CHURCH OF ENGLAND






1969 -

oateng was born in the Muswell
Hill on 28th February 1967, to
Ghanaian parents.

When he was 14, he found a summer
job sewing linings into suits. While
studying computer science at
Southgate College at the age of 16,
he was introduced to cutting and
designing by his girlfriend.

Using his mother’s old sewing
machine, he started designing and
selling to his fellow students, and
switched to graduate in fashion and
design. He helped a friend to make
clothes for a fashion show after
receiving praise for his work, he sold
his first collection to a menswear shop
in Covent Garden.

Some of his first pieces were also sold
in Academy on Newburgh Street in
1987. This enabled him to open his first
studio in Portobello Road in 1991.

In 1994, he staged his first catwalk
presentation during Paris Fashion
Week, becoming the first tailor to
stage a catwalk show in Paris. The
Paris show in 1994 enabled Boateng to
open his boutique on Vigo Street, the
south end of Savile Row, in 1995. As

of November 2019 it remains the only
Black-owned store on Savile Row

Synonymous with high end fashion
Oswald has gone on to be the by word
for class attracting A listers from all
over the world. Further than that from
1995 on he has worked with some of
the biggest names from Givenchy

to Virgin (2004) and British Airways
(2018) who both asked him to design
their uniform .

He was given his OBE 2006

FASHION DESIGNER
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ira Chamberlain Jamaican

by origins has excelled and

become a respected name
within the field of maths. Bucking the
stereotype that any mathematician
must be white he has gone to become
one of the most highly respected
mathmagicians in the UK.

Born on the 17th June 1969 in
Birmingham. Despite a lack of
encouragement from his teachers,

he studied a BSc in Mathematics at
Coventry Polytechnic, graduating in
1991. He then moved to Loughborough
University, where he achieved an MSc
in Industrial Mathematical Modelling
in1993.In 2014, he completed a

PhD at Portsmouth University, titled
Extension of the gambler’s ruin
problem played over networks.

Since his PhD he has gone

on to become the ‘first’ Black
mathematician to join the exclusive
list of living British mathematicians to
feature in the biographical reference
book Who's Who. His Mathematics
paper entitled Long Multiplication and
Percentages without a Calculator.

He was awarded the OBE in the 2022
New Year Honours for services to
mathematical sciences and regularly
features on Powerlist, an annual
publication celebrating the 100 most
influential British people from African
and African Caribbean heritage.



- GRIFELES

LEAD TRAUMA SURGEON . CLINICAL DIRECTOR NHS

7 . 1IN

2001 -

orn in South-East London to
BJamaican parents, Martin is

a Consultant Vascular and
Trauma Surgeon at Barts Health NHS
Trust, where he is also the Lead for
Trauma Surgery, Educational Lead
for Surgery, and the Trauma Network
lead for violence reduction.

Martin has lived and worked in London
the majority of his life, training at the
Medical School of St Bartholomew’s
Hospital where he graduated with

a distinction in surgery. He teaches
undergraduate medical students at
Barts Medical School and Brighton
and Sussex Medical School and
teaches on the faculty of numerous
courses at the Royal College of
Surgeons.

Martin has been a passionate
advocate of diversity and equality
having worked in the community to
promote this for over 15 years. He
was recently appointed as the first
ambassador to the Mary Seacole
Trust. This charity celebrates the life
and achievements of Mary Seacole,
a Jamaican born nurse who treated
troops in the Crimean war. It promotes
her as a role model, tackling social
challenges and inequality with a
focus on youth engagement and the
promotion of good citizenship.

Martin was awarded the Hero Doctor
award at this year’s NHS Heroes
Awards, named by the Evening
Standard as one of the 1,000 most
influential Londoners.

His most important work coming

in the face of what many are

calling a knife epidemic. As a

Trauma Consultant he has seen the
devastation knife crime can cause. He
was appointed the Clinical Director for
Violence Reduction to help prevent
stabbings and other violent crime.

He was awarded the CBE in 2021.
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orn to Nigerian parents
on the 9th March 1968 in
Camden Maggie has become

a powerhouse within the scientific
world.

Despite suffering with dyslexia she
was academically very gifted. She
studied at La Sainte Union Convent
School in North London. She gained
four A-Levels in Maths, Physics,
Chemistry, and Biology before going
to Imperial College gaininga BSC in
Physics (1990) followed by her PHD in
Mechanical Engineering.

Perhaps more than many her
achievements in the scientific world

1 .\

are huge considering the potential
barriers to success due to her gender
and race. Indeed Maggie recounts
that when she said to a teacher,
she wanted to be an astronaut she
was told to do nursing as that was
scientific too.

Regardless of those potential barriers
Margaret has used her science
background to rise up through the
scientific world on merit to be a highly
respected scientist.

Through that respect she has been
awarded a multitude of scientific
awards and Honorary Doctorates.
She was awarded an MBE in 2009
for Services to Science and Science
Education, 2013 Yale University

A\ N
BRITISH SPACE SCIENTIST . SCIENCE EDUCATOR

[\

Centre for Dyslexia “Out of the box
thinking award, 2014 Honorary
Doctor of Science, University of Bath
and more recently, 2020 Institute
of Physics Lord Kelvin Medal for her
public engagement in physics.

Of course fame has now landed at
her door presenting programmes on
TV but perhaps the most prestigious
is the presenter of the Sky At Night.
The show an institution in its own right
presented for many decades by the
indomitable Patrick Moore.

Maggie has succeeded in that
endeavour, and she is a staple of the
UK scientific world.
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t still only 24, Marcus
Rashford has bucked
the stereotypical view of

footballers and achieved animmense
amount for his club, the England team,
and the wider community.

Born in Manchester in 1997 he grew
up with his four older siblings. He
attended Ashton-on-Mersey School,
where he studied for a Business and
Technology Education Council (BTEC)
National Diploma in Sport.

He made his international debut

for the England in 2016 starting in a
warm-up game against Australia. He
scored a goal just after the 3 minutes
from the start which eventually led to
a 2-1victory.

At the age of 18, he became the
youngest English footballer to
represent the team in any European
championships beating the record
which was previously held by Wayne
Rooney.

His outside influences out of football
are however what set him apart

with his charity exploits and his
philanthropic endeavours.

October 2019, Rashford set up the In
the Box campaign with Selfridges to
give homeless people essential items
over the Christmas period and was a
vocal voice against the governments
plans to stop free school meals.
Rashford wrote an open letter to the
UK government calling on them to
end UK child poverty. A day later, the
government announced a change in
policy regarding the extension of free
school meals for children during the
summer holidays. 1 September, in an
attempt to tackle child food poverty,
Rashford announced that he had set
up the Child Food Poverty Task Force
in collaboration with several UK food
shops, manufacturers, charities and
delivery companies. He was awarded
the MBE and Campaigner Of The Year
by GQ 2020.

MBE
FOOTBALLER . CAMPAIGNER . ACTIVIST




orn on the 23rd August 1977 in

Ghana Accra before moving to

the UK Frimley, Surrey, England
where he attended to study acting,
graduating in 2000.

He began his acting career on
television in 2002 when he played
Orlando Figes in the Judge John Deed
episode Everyone’s Child. Since then,
he has had roles in TV series such as
Little Britain, Star Stories (from 2006
till 2008), Taking the Flak, Sirens,
Holby City, Father Brown and more.

His first major theatre lead came
in 2005, when he played Ken in
Mustapha Matura’s Playboy of the
West Indies at the Tricycle Theatre

Currently starring in the musical Tina
as lke Turner at the Aldwych Theatre
winning a Laurence Olivier Award
Best Actor in a Musical award.

He was appointed (MBE) in the

2020 for services to drama and

was recognised as one of the United
Kingdom’s most influential people of
African or African Caribbean heritage
when Holdbrook-Smith was included
in the 2021 edition of the annual
Powerlist.
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orn in East London, Jason
B Black aka J2K initially started

out as a footballer for Leyton
Orient. In 2003 he quit Leyton Orient
to become a grime rapper with some
of the biggest names like Dizze Rascal,
Chipmunk, Tinchy Stryder and more.
But in the outfit Roll Deep set up by
the god father of Grime Wiley that he
had true success.

In that juncture, J2K put out mixtapes-
Heat In the Street 2003 and Who Am

1 (2007) and put out Wake Up 2009,
NowPlaying 2, 2011, and LL Cool J
2013.

It has been a while since Jason put
out music but that is due to his new
ventures in business.

Jason states he has always been
creative and was always looking for
businesses and now he has become
the co-founder of Crep Protect and
co-owner of Crepe and Cones. A
business providing treatment to keep
trainers “box-fresh”.

/N
CREP PROTECT ANDCONES . CREPE AND CONES
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MAYOR OF BRISTOL

1972 -

arvin Rees was first elected
mayor in May 2016. On that
day, Bristol became the first

major European city to have elected a
mayor of black African heritage.

Marvin Rees was born on the brought
up in Bristol, partly in Lawrence
Weston and Easton, by his British
mother.

He obtained a master’s degree in
Political Theory and Government

at the University of Wales in and a
master’s degree in Global Economic
Development at Eastern University in
2000. Later he completed the World
Fellows Program at Yale University.

Rees is the founder and programme
lead at the Bristol Leadership
Programme, a two-week programme
that helps a dozen people annually
from impoverished backgrounds to
attain what they aspire to.

Since 2016 Reeves has been the
mayor to the buzzing and vibrant city
of Bristol.



atrick Roach born in April

1964 to Jamaican parents was

brought up in Walsall. It was
a trying and testing time and Roach
admits growing up in Walsall with
racial tensions at a high “wasn’t a walk
in the park”.

Roach attended comprehensive
schools and he hoped to become

a schoolteacher but did not secure
the grades to attend university, so
went to Matthew Boulton College
obtaining higher grades, he was able
to study education at the University of
Leicester, before becoming a teacher
in colleges of further education. He
taught Politics and Sociology and
lectured on social policy issues in
universities, before working on a range
of programmes focusing on teacher
education, disaffected, and excluded
young people and engaging parents
and local communities.

He has a PhD in sociology.

In 2017, Dr Roach penned a response
to the government’s Racial Disparity
Audit, in which he said that “racial
disadvantage and discrimination is
widespread within our school system”.

In 2020, he became the National
Association of Schoolmasters/Union
of Women Teachers (NAS/UWT)
general secretary.
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rominent both on screen and

stage, Daniel Kaluuya has

received numerous accolades,
including an Academy Award, two
BAFTA Awards, two Screen Actors
Guild Awards, a Golden Globe Award,
and nominations for a Primetime
Emmy Award and a Laurence Olivier
Award.
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Bornin London in 1989 to Ugandan
parents. His star began to rise when
he starred in the award winning Skins
(2007) playing Posh Kenneth.

A—

Subsequent call ups on popular shows
like Doctor Who on the Planet Of The
Dead episodes, Silent Witness and

FM (2009) where he was picked by
Screen International Magazine as a
UK Star of Tomorrow.

From 2010 Daniel continued to build
his stock in theatre with plays such

as Sucker Punch where he played
lead character Leon. He won the
Evening Standard Award and Critics’
Circle Theatre Award for Outstanding
Newcomer.

In 2017 he starred in the amazing

Get Out (2017). It was critically
acclaimed, and he was nominated for
an Academy Award for Best Actor,
received nominations for a BAFTA
Award, Critics’ Choice Award, Golden
Globe Award. In 2018, he received the
BAFTA Rising Star Award.

Outside of acting started his own
production company called 59%
releasing Honk for Jesus. Save Your
Soul (2022).




1701-1773

yuba Suleiman Diallo was
an educated man from a
family of Muslim clerics in

West Africa. In 1731 he was taken

into slavery and sent to work on a
plantation in America. By his own
enterprise, and assisted by a series of
spectacular strokes of fortune, Diallo
arrived in London in 1733. Recognised
as a deeply pious and educated

man, in England Diallo mixed with
high and intellectual society, was
introduced at Court and was bought
out of slavery by public subscription.
In the early years of the nineteenth-
century, advocates of the abolition

of slavery would cite Diallo as a key
figure in asserting the moral rights and
humanity of black people. He was one
of the few victims of the transatlantic
slave trade who, as a freed slave, was
able to return home to his family in
Africa.

TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE
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1972 -

arvin Rees was first elected
mayor in May 2016. On that
day, Bristol became the first

major European city to have elected a
mayor of black African heritage.

Marvin Rees was born on the brought
up in Bristol, partly in Lawrence
Weston and Easton, by his British
mother.

He obtained a master’s degree in
Political Theory and Government

at the University of Wales in and a
master’s degree in Global Economic
Development at Eastern University in
2000. Later he completed the World
Fellows Program at Yale University.

Rees is the founder and programme
lead at the Bristol Leadership
Programme, a two-week programme
that helps a dozen people annually
from impoverished backgrounds to
attain what they aspire to.

Since 2016 Reeves has been the
mayor to the buzzing and vibrant city
of Bristol.
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1973 -

dedoyin Olayiwola “Ade”
Adepitan MBE is a Nigerian-
born British television

presenter and wheelchair basketball
player. As a presenter, he has hosted
arange of travel documentaries

and sports programmes for BBC
television. Adepitan is an award-
winning disability advocate and one of
the first physically disabled television
presenters in the UK, with a career
that spans 21 years.

Ade was initially a healthy child with
no disabilities. However at the age of
15 months he caught polio resulting
in the loss of movement in both of his
legs.

As Ade has shown, his ‘disability’ has
been far from a hinderance. He has
gone on to achieve more than most
people can say in their short lives as a
wheelchair basketball champ.

Achieving much in his basketball
career he went on to compete for
Team GB at Paralympic, European
and World Championship levels
winning bronze medal at the (2004)
Summer Paralympics in Athens

and the gold medal at the (2005)
Paralympic World Cup in Manchester.

As an ambassador and mentor, he
again works tirelessly being a patron
of Go Kids Go, a supporter of the
National Society for the Prevention
of the Cruelty to Children Charity
(NSPCCQC), the WheelPower Charity
and the first Ambassador for Every
Parent and Child (EPC).

PARALYMPIAN . TV PRESENTER
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