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Patient has symptoms of COVID-19?  
 Fever 

 A new and continuous cough 

 Loss of smell 

 Loss of taste  

 Shortness of breath 

 Fatigue 

 Loss of appetite 

 

 

Conduct Lateral Flow Device (LFD) 
& care in isolation & contact 
elft.infectioncontrol@nhs.net  

 

COVID-19 Patient Testing Pathway 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Myalgia (muscle ache) 

 Sore throat 

 Headache 

 Nasal congestion (stuffy 
nose/ runny nose) 

 Diarrhoea 

 Nausea and vomiting 

 

YES  
NO 

No further 

actions 

required. 

Conduct PCR test. (As PCR is highly 

sensitive to viral load). Continue care in 

isolation until PCR result is available. 

LFD 

Negative 

 

LFD 

Positive  

Continue care in 

isolation & 

management of patient 

as COVID-19 positive.  

PCR 

Negative 

 

PCR 

positive  

Continue care in 

isolation & 

management of patient 

as COVID-19 positive.  

De-isolate patient. No 

further actions are 

required. Email 

elft.infectioncontrol@nhs

.net 

There is no longer a requirement for routine weekly PCR-swabbing of 
clinically vulnerable patients. 
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