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	Alert No: 2 2025
	Date: 1 July 2025



	Potential contamination of non-sterile alcohol-free skin cleansing wipes with Burkholderia spp: measures to reduce patient risk

	
Summary of alert:
UKHSA is investigating an outbreak of Burkholderia stabilis involving individuals across the UK. Following testing, Burkholderia spp (full identification pending) has been recovered from several non-sterile alcohol-free skin cleansing wipes, including those used for wound care and included in first aid kits. B. stabilis is a species of the Burkholderia cepacia complex (Bcc) found in natural environments. Bcc are opportunistic pathogens, rarely causing infection in healthy individuals but can cause severe infections in some groups, including those with cystic fibrosis, immunocompromised patients, and when introduced into normally sterile body sites such as blood. Bcc has been implicated in previous healthcare outbreaks and associated with contamination of healthcare products both in the UK and globally. Health professionals should be aware that skin cleansing wipes not marked as ‘sterile’ may present risk. Non-sterile alcohol-free wipes should not be used for cleaning of intravascular devices or for care of broken skin including wounds. UKHSA is making recommendations to reinforce good practice to protect patients including those most at risk of significant health consequences from B. stabilis.


	What We Need to Do:
Actions to be completed by 29 August 2025
 1. For intravascular access device care: ensure local guidance and practice reflects National Evidence-Based Guidelines for Preventing Healthcare-Associated Infections in NHS Hospitals in England (EPIC3). Non-sterile alcohol-free wipes are not suitable for this purpose. A single-use individually wrapped and sterile wipe containing of 2% chlorhexidine gluconate in 70% isopropyl alcohol should be used to clean device line/skin.
2. Ensure that patients in the community with intravascular devices are aware to only use wipes if instructed to by their clinical team. These patients should only use wipes provided or recommended by their clinical team in accordance with National Evidence-Based Guidelines for Preventing Healthcare-Associated Infections in NHS Hospitals in England (EPIC3). Non-sterile alcohol-free wipes are not suitable for this purpose. A single-use individually wrapped and sterile wipe containing of 2% chlorhexidine gluconate in 70% isopropyl alcohol should be used to clean device line/skin. All patients with intravascular devices need this information even if they have not been instructed to access their line
 3. Community staff should only use wipes marked as sterile on any broken skin including wounds. Ensure that local guidance, practice and patient information reflects NHS guidance.


	Clinicians are asked to: 
Healthcare professionals are asked to ensure local guidance and clinical practice is aligned with relevant guidelines for patients with intravascular devices. Non-sterile alcohol-free wipes are not suitable for this purpose. A single-use individually wrapped and sterile wipe containing of 2% chlorhexidine gluconate in 70% isopropyl alcohol should be used to clean device line/skin in line with the following guidance:
• National Evidence-Based Guidelines for Preventing Healthcare-Associated Infections in NHS Hospitals in England (EPIC3) 
• WHO’s (2024) ‘Guidelines for the prevention of bloodstream infections and other infections
Associated with the use of intravascular catheters - Part 1: peripheral catheters’.

Wipes used in first aid kits should be individually wrapped and sterile, in compliance with British Standard BS8599-1.


	Advice for patients: 
· Patients with intravascular access devices who have concerns about their wellbeing or who have queries regarding their care in relation to this alert, should be instructed to contact their clinical team. 
· If patients are acutely unwell, they should seek medical attention via appropriate routes: NHS get medical help advice 
· Symptoms of intravascular line infections can include signs such as fever, chills, and redness, swelling, or pain around the insertion site. 
· Symptoms of infection can include redness, swelling, increased pain, warmth around a wound/break in skin, and pus or other drainage from the wound/break in skin.


	Contacts:
· If any further enquires related to Infection Control please contact the Infection Prevention & Control team on elft.infectioncontrol@nhs.net 
· For further enquires related to procuring wipes please contact the procurement team on elft.procurement@nhs.net 

References/ Sources of information 
· https://www.journalofhospitalinfection.com/article/S0195-6701(13)60012-2/fulltext
· https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/376722/9789240093829-eng.pdf
· https://media.supplychain.nhs.uk/media/documents/WGZ907/Marketing/65195_WGZ907.pdf
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